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(57) ABSTRACT

An electrical connector assembly includes a connector, an
inner printed circuit board, and a light guide member made
of transparent or semitransparent material. The connector
comprising an insulative housing and a plurality of contacts
received in the insulative housing, and each contact has a
contacting portion and a soldering portion. The inner printed
circuit board is welding with the soldering portions of the
contacts and defines an LED. The light guide member is
neighboring to the LED and exposed out of the electrical
connector assembly. The inner printed circuit board defines
a control module thereon for controlling the LED on or off
and a touch switch arranged in front of the control module,
the LED is electrically connected with the control module
and the touch switch.

20 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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1
ELECTRICAL CONNECTOR ASSEMBLY
WITH A LIGHT GUIDE MEMBER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an electrical connector
assembly, and more particularly, to an electrical connector
assembly with a light guide member.

2. Description of Related Art

Recently, with the popularity of personal computers (PC),
computer peripheral equipments include standard equipment
such as keyboards and mouse devices, office equipment such
as printers and scanners, personal entertainment equipment
such as digital cameras, smart phone and tablet, can connect
with PC to achieve signal transmission and charging. How-
ever, computer peripheral equipments have different inter-
faces, each peripheral equipment is mating with a corre-
sponding port of the PC in use, and different peripheral
equipments must be actuated by corresponding driver soft-
ware. Therefore, Universal Serial Bus (USB) is a serial bus
standard to the PC architecture with a focus on computer
telephony interface, consumer and productivity applications.
USB can connect peripherals such as mouse devices, key-
boards, PDAs, gamepads and joysticks, scanners, digital
cameras, printers, external storage, networking components,
etc. The peripheral equipments are connected with the PC
via a USB plug mating with a USB receptacle.

The USB plug is usually connected with a cable, and
exposed out of the PC, so may be interfered by external
factors easily, such as touching, drawing or extrusion by
peoples or animals, hence may led to an interrupt of com-
munication signals. And users can’t judge whether the USB
plug in working condition.

CN patent publication No. 2449385Y discloses a lumi-
nous USB cable connector assembly with an indication
function, and the USB cable connector assembly is con-
nected between a PC and a hub, or between a hub and a
peripheral equipment, the USB cable connector assembly
has a cover made of translucent material, and a plurality of
contacts with tail portions connected with a printed circuit
board. A Light Emitting Diode (LED) assembly is arranged
on the printed circuit board, and two feet of the LED are
connected with the positive and negative power supply
circuit of the USB cable connector assembly in parallel way.
When the USB cable connector assembly mating with a port
of the PC, the LED assembly can be illuminated via power
of the PC, and light from the LED assembly can be trans-
mitted directly through the cover, for indicating work status
of the USB cable connector assembly whether a connection
therebetween is on or off.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides an electrical connector
assembly including a connector, an inner printed circuit
board, and a light guide member made of transparent or
semitransparent material. The connector comprising an insu-
lative housing and a plurality of contacts received in the
insulative housing, and each contact has a contacting portion
and a soldering portion. The inner printed circuit board is
welding with the soldering portions of the contacts and
defines an LED. The light guide member is neighboring to
the LED and exposed out of the electrical connector assem-
bly. The inner printed circuit board defines a control module
thereon for controlling the LED on or off and a touch switch
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arranged in front of the control module, the LED is electri-
cally connected with the control module and the touch
switch.

The foregoing has outlined rather broadly the features and
technical advantages of the present invention in order that
the detailed description of the invention that follows may be
better understood. Additional features and advantages of the
invention will be described hereinafter which form the
subject of the claims of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The components in the drawing are not necessarily drawn
to scale, the emphasis instead being placed upon clearly
illustrating the principles of the described embodiments. In
the drawings, reference numerals designate corresponding
parts throughout various views, and all the views are sche-
matic.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an electrical connector
assembly in accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a view similar to FIG. 1, but viewed from a
different aspect;

FIG. 3 is a partially exploded view of the electrical
connector assembly shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a view similar to FIG. 3, but viewed from a
different aspect;

FIG. 5 is an exploded, perspective view of the electrical
connector assembly shown in FIG. 1; and

FIG. 6 is a view similar to FIG. 5, but viewed from a
different aspect.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Reference will now be made to the drawing figures to
describe the embodiments of the present invention in detail.
In the following description, the same drawing reference
numerals are used for the same elements in different draw-
ings.

Referring to FIGS. 1 to 6, the present invention discloses
an electrical connector assembly 100 in accordance with
Micro USB plug standard for mating with a complementary
connector (not shown), and the electrical connector assem-
bly 100 includes a connector 10, an inner printed circuit
board 20, a light guide member 30, a button member 40, a
magnet 50, an insulative cover 60, a ring member 70, a cable
80 and an outer insulator 90. In an alternative embodiment,
the electrical connector assembly 100 can be a receptacle
connector.

The connector 10 comprises an insulative housing 11, a
plurality of contacts 12, a metallic shell 13 and a pair of
metallic latches 14. The insulative housing 11 comprises a
base portion 111 and a tongue portion 112 extending for-
wards from the base portion 111, the metallic shell 13 is
enclosing on the tongue portion 112 to form a mating cavity
113 for receiving the complementary connector. The con-
tacts 12 are insert-molded with the insulative housing 11,
thus the connector 10 can have a smaller profile, and the
electrical connector assembly 100 can be designed with a
low profile. Each contact 12 has a contacting portion 121
exposed in the mating cavity 113 and a soldering portion 122
extending beyond the insulative housing 11, and the solder-
ing portions 122 are divided into two rows spaced from each
other in an up-to-down direction.

The base portion 111 of the insulative housing 11 defines
a pair of projections 114 on both sides thereof, and the
projections 114 are extending beyond the corresponding
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surface of the metallic shell 13. Each metallic latch 14 has
a locking tab 141 extending downwards and exposed beyond
the metallic shell 13 to latch with the complementary
connector.

The inner printed circuit board 20 defines a top plane 21
and a bottom plane 22 opposite to each other, the soldering
portions 122 of the contacts 12 are soldered on the top plane
21 and the bottom plane 22, the cable 80 is soldered on the
bottom plane 22 to electrically connect with the contacts 12.
A control module 23 is disposed on the top plane 21, and a
touch switch 24 is arranged in front of the control module
23. An LED 25 is disposed on the bottom plane 22, and a
plurality of connecting fingers 26 are arranged behind the
LED 25, the connecting fingers 26 are soldered with the
cable 80. The touch switch 24 has a key 241 extending
upwardly, and the LED 25 can be illuminated by pressing
the key 241. The control module 23 has a chip inside to
control the luminous effect of the LED 25.

The light guide member 30 is an euphotic element to
indicate the status of the LED 25 such that users can observe
the status of the LED 25. The light guide member 30 is made
of transparent or semitransparent material, such as plastic,
silicone or rubber, etc. A rear segment of the light guide
member 30 is located under and separated from the LED 25,
and according to the light reflection principle, a rear end of
the light guide member 30 is designed at a 45 degree angle
relative to a horizontal plane, thus light from LED 25 can be
divergent forwards. The light guide member 30 is abutting
upwardly against the projections 114 of the insulative hous-
ing 11, and extending beyond a front end of the base portion
111 of the insulative housing 11. An expansion 31 is defined
in the front of the light guide member 30, the expansion 31
is located in front of the base portion 111 and abutting
upwardly against the metallic shell 13. A front end 32 of the
light guide member 30 is a vertical plane.

The button member 40 is made of silicone, and comprises
a plate 41 and a convex portion 42 extending upwards from
the plate 41. The plate 41 has a greater hardness than the
convex portion 42, and the plate 41 is made of hard rubber,
the convex portion 42 is made of soft rubber. The plate 41
has a bigger cross section than that of the convex portion 42
along a horizontal direction. The key 241 of the touch switch
24 is aligned with and received in the convex portion 42, and
a top end of the key 24 is abutting against the convex portion
42, the key 241 is pressed by pushing the convex portion 42
downwardly.

The magnet 50 is assembled or inserted-molded in the
insulative cover 60, thus to make the electrical connector
assembly 100 attract other connectors by an attraction of the
magnet 50. The magnet 50 is located below the inner printed
circuit board 20 and behind the LED 25, and spaced apart
from the connecting fingers 26.

The insulative cover 60 is made of plastic material, and
includes an upper cover 61 and a lower cover 62, the upper
cover 61 and the lower cover 62 are firstly assembled to each
other, and then ultrasonic welding with each other. A rear
section of the connector 10 is received in the insulative cover
60, and sandwiched between the upper cover 61 and the
lower cover 62. Specifically, the base portion 111 of the
insulative housing 11 is received in the insulative cover 60,
the tongue portion 112 is exposed out of the insulative cover
60. The inner printed circuit board 20, the light guide
member 30 and the button member 40 are accommodated in
the insulative cover 60, the front end 32 of the light guide
member 30 is flush with that of the insulative cover 60, and
exposed on a front surface of the insulative cover 60, thus
users can observe whether the light guide member 30 is
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luminous intuitively. As the upper cover 61 is ultrasonic
welding with the lower cover 62 to form a seamless com-
bination, on the one hand, the bonding strength therebe-
tween can be increased, on the other hand, the volume of the
insulative cover 60 can be reduced, so that the electrical
connector assembly 100 can have a tiny profile.

The button member 40 is formed with the upper cover 61,
and a through hole 611 is defined on a top surface of the
upper cover 61. The convex portion 42 of the button member
40 is inserted into the through hole 611 and extending
beyond the top surface of the upper cover to be pushed down
by users. Additionally, the periphery of the convex portion
42 is molded together with inner walls of the through hole
611. The magnet 50 is assembled or inserted-molded in the
lower cover 62.

The ring member 70 is enclosing on the cable 80 and
located in the insulative cover 60, and the ring member 70
is retained by the upper cover 61 and the lower cover 62,
thus the cable 80 is limited to moving backwards, the cable
80 can be prevented from being separated from the inner
printed circuit board 20, thus can make a reliable and stable
connection between the cable 80 and the contacts 20.

The cable 80 is extending beyond the insulative cover 60
and enclosed in the outer insulator 90, and the outer insulator
90 is over-molded on the insulative cover 60 to make the
cable 80 combine with the insulative cover 60. The outer
insulator 90 is made of silicone, so the outer insulator 90 is
soft and flexible with a comfortable feel.

It is to be understood, however, that even though numer-
ous characteristics and advantages of preferred and exem-
plary embodiments have been set out in the foregoing
description, together with details of the structures and func-
tions of the embodiments, the disclosure is illustrative only;
and that changes may be made in detail within the principles
of present disclosure to the full extent indicated by the
broadest general meaning of the terms in which the
appended claims are expressed.

What is claimed is:

1. An electrical connector assembly, comprising:

a connector comprising an insulative housing defining a
tongue, a metallic shell enclosing the tongue, and a
plurality of contacts received in the insulative housing,
and each contact having a contacting portion and a
soldering portion;

an inner printed circuit board welding with the soldering
portions of the contacts, and defining a light emitting
diode (LED); and

a light guide member made of transparent or semitrans-
parent material, neighboring to the LED and exposed
out of the electrical connector assembly; wherein

the inner printed circuit board defines a control module
thereon for controlling the LED on or off and a touch
switch arranged in front of the control module and
pressed by pushing a button member, the LED is
electrically connected with the control module and the
touch switch;

along an up-to-down direction, said metallic shell is
sandwiched between the light guide member and an
upper cover which defines a through hole for outwardly
extension of the button member.

2. The electrical connector assembly as claimed in claim
1, further comprising an insulative cover receiving the inner
printed circuit board, wherein the insulative cover comprises
said upper cover and a lower cover, the upper cover and the
lower cover are firstly assembled to each other, and then
ultrasonic welding with each other.
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3. The electrical connector assembly as claimed in claim
2, wherein the button member comprises a plate and a
convex portion extending upwards from the plate, the plate
has a greater hardness than the convex portion.

4. The electrical connector assembly as claimed in claim
3, wherein said through hole is defined on the top surface of
the upper cover, the convex portion is inserted into the
through hole and extending beyond a top surface of the
upper cover.

5. The electrical connector assembly as claimed in claim 10

4, wherein the touch switch has a key extending upwardly,
and the LED can be illuminated by pressing the key, the key
is aligned with and received in the convex portion.

6. The electrical connector assembly as claimed in claim
5, wherein a top end of the key is abutting against the convex
portion, the key is pressed by pushing the convex portion
down.

7. The electrical connector assembly as claimed in claim
4, wherein the button member is formed with the upper
cover, and the periphery of the convex portion is molded
together with inner walls of the through hole.

8. The electrical connector assembly as claimed in claim
2, wherein a front end of the light guide member is flush with
that of the insulative cover, and exposed on a front surface
of the insulative cover, the front end is a vertical plane, the
connector is extending forwards beyond the insulative cover.

9. The electrical connector assembly as claimed in claim
2, wherein a rear segment of the light guide member is
located under and separated from the LED, and a rear end of
the light guide member is designed at a 45 degree angle
relative to a horizontal plane, thus light from the LED can
be divergent forwards.

10. The electrical connector assembly as claimed in claim
2, wherein the insulative housing comprises a base portion
and said tongue portion extending forwards from the base
portion, said metallic shell is enclosing on the tongue portion
to form a mating cavity for receiving a complementary
connector, the contacting portions are exposed in the mating
cavity.

11. The electrical connector assembly as claimed in claim
10, wherein the base portion is accommodated in the insu-
lative cover, and defines a pair of projections on both sides
thereof, the projections are extending beyond the corre-
sponding surface of the metallic shell, the light guide
member defines an expansion in the front thereof, the
expansion is located in front of the projections and abutting
against the metallic shell.

12. The electrical connector assembly as claimed in claim
2, further comprising a magnet, wherein the magnet is
assembled or inserted-molded in the insulative cover.

13. The electrical connector assembly as claimed in claim
3, wherein the electrical connector assembly is a universal
serial bus (USB) plug, and further comprises a cable sol-
dered on the inner printed circuit board to electrically
connected with the contacts, and an outer insulator over-
molded on the insulative cover to make the cable combine
with the insulative cover.

14. The electrical connector assembly as claimed in claim
13, wherein the outer insulator is made of silicone, and the
convex portion is made of soft rubber.

15. An electrical connector assembly comprising:

a connector having an insulative housing, a plurality of
contacts received in the insulative housing and a metal-
lic shell enclosing on the insulative housing;

an inner printed circuit board defining a top plane and a
bottom plane opposite to each other, a control module
and a touch switch disposed on the top plane, a light

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

65

6

emitting diode (LED) and a plurality of connecting
fingers disposed on the bottom plane;

a light guide member made of transparent or semitrans-
parent material, and disposed below the LED, the light
guide member having an expansion in the front thereof,
the expansion abutting against the metallic shell, a back
section of the light gunide member abutting against a
pair of projections of the insulative housing, a rear end
of the light guide member designed at a 45 degree
relative to a horizontal plane, a rear face of the rear end
facing downwardly and rearwardly;

an insulative cover receiving the inner printed circuit
board and the light guide member, and comprising an
upper cover and a lower cover forming an inclining
portion corresponding to the rear end of the light guide
member; and

a cable soldered with the connecting fingers to be elec-
trically connected with the contacts.

16. The electrical connector assembly as claimed in claim
15, wherein the upper cover and the lower cover are firstly
assembled to each other, and then ultrasonic welding with
each other.
17. The electrical connector assembly as claimed in claim
15, wherein the touch switch is arranged in front of the
control module, soldering portions of the contacts are
divided into two rows spaced from each other in an up-to-
down direction, and soldered on the top plane and the
bottom plane, the connecting fingers are arranged behind the
LED.
18. The electrical connector assembly as claimed in claim
15, wherein a front end of the expansion is flush with that of
the insulative cover, and exposed on a front surface of the
insulative cover.
19. An electrical connector assembly comprising:
a connector having an insulative housing and a plurality
of contacts insert-molded with the insulative housing;

an inner printed circuit board sandwiched by tail portions
of the contacts, and having a light emitting diode (LED)
on one side thereof, a control module and a touch
switch disposed on opposite side, the touch switch
located in front of the control module and having a key
extending upwardly, the LED can be illuminated by
pressing the key;

a light guide member abutting against the connector and
located below the inner printed circuit board, the LED
shielded by and spaced apart from the light guide
member;

an insulative cover enclosing on a rear segment of the
connector and the inner printed circuit board and com-
prising an upper cover defining a through hole and a
lower cover; and

a button member comprising a plate and a convex portion
arching upwards from the plate, the key aligned with
and received in the convex portion, and a top end of the
key abutting against the convex portion, the convex
portion extending into the through hole of the insulative
cover, the button member formed with the upper cover,
and the periphery of the convex portion molded
together with inner walls of the through hole.

20. The electrical connector assembly as claimed in claim
19, further comprising a magnet assembled or inserted-
molded in the insulative cover, wherein the magnet is
located below the inner printed circuit board and behind the
LED, thus to make the electrical connector assembly attract
other connectors.



